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Are You Planning To Buy, Rent, or Renovate
a Home Built Before 1978?

any houses and apartments built before 1978 have
Mpaint that contains high levels of lead (called lead-

based paint). Lead from paint, chips, and dust can
pose serious health hazards if not taken care of properly.

OWNERS, BUYERS, and RENTERS are
encouraged to check for lead (see page )
before renting, buying or renovating pre-
1978 housing.

information before renting, buying, or renovating

Federal law requires that individuals receive certain
pre- 1978 housing:

.

FOR '“! LANDLORDS have to disclose known infor-

RENT | mation on lead-based paint and lead-based
= paint hazards before leases take effect.

Leases must include a disclosure about

lead-based paint.

SELLERS have to disclose known informa-
tion on lead-based paint and lead-based
paint hazards before selling a house. Sales
contracts must include a disclosure about
lead-based paint. Buyers have up to 10
days to check for lead.

{,J RENOVATORS disturbing more than 2 square
feet of painted surfaces have fo give you
this pamphlet before starting work.




IMPORTANT!

Lead From Paint, Dust, and
Soil Can Be Dangerous If Not

FACT:

FACT:

FACT:

FACT:

FACT:

If

Managed Properly

Lead exposure can harm young
children and babies even before they
are born.

Even children who seem healthy can
have high levels of lead in their bodies.

People can get lead in their bodies by
breathing or swallowing lead dust, or by
eating soil or paint chips containing
lead.

People have many options for reducing
lead hazards. In most cases, lead-based
paint that is in good condition is not a
hazard.

Removing lead-based paint improperly
can increase the danger to your family.

you think your home might have lead

hazards, read this pamphlet to learn some

simple steps to protect your Family.




Lead Gets in the Body in Many Ways

Childhood
lead
poisoning
remains a
major
environmen-
tal health
problem in
the LL.S.

Even children
who appear
healthy can
have danger-
ous levels of
lead in their
bodies.

People can get lead in their body if they:

& Breathe in lead dust (especially during
renovations that disturb painted
surfaces).

# Purt their hands or other objects
covered with lead dust in their mouths.

& Eat paint chips or soll that contains
lead.

Lead is even more dangerous to children
under the age of 6:

& At this age children's brains and nervous
systems are more sensitive to the dam-
aging effects of lead.

& Children's growing bodies absorb more
lead. :

# Babies and young children often put
their hands and other objects in their
mouths. These objects can have lead
dust on them.

Lead is also dangerous to women of
childbearing age:

& Women with a high lead level in their
system prior to pregnancy would expose
a fetus to lead through the placenta
during fetal development.




Lead's Effects

It is important to know that even exposure
to low levels of lead can severely harm
children.

In children, lead can cause:
@ Nervous system and kidney damage.

€ Learning disabilities, attention deficit Sanshiens Dunags
disorder, and decreased intelligence.

4 Speech, language, and behavior
problems.

& Poor muscle coordination.
@ Decreased muscle and bone growth.
@ Hearing damage.

While low-lead exposure is most
common, exposure to high levels of
lead can have devastating effects on
children, including seizures, uncon-
sciousness, and, in some cases, death.

Although children are especially
susceptible to lead exposure, lead
can be dangerous for adults too,

In adults, lead can cause: Erggfamn:aa r\

% Increased chance of iliness during E:gpu?;drrfm
pregnancy. {Adulis)

@ Harm to a fetus, including brain b
damage or death. Lead affects

@ Fertility problems (in men and women). the body in

@ High blood pressure. many ways.

& Digestive problems.
@ Nerve disorders.

% Memory and concentration problems.
@ Muscle and joint pain.




Where Lead-Based Paint Is Found

Many homes built before 1978 have lead-
In general, based paint. The federal government

the older your p.nned lead-based paint from housing in
home, the 1978. Some states stopped its use even
more likely it  earlier. Lead can be found:

has lead- & In homes in the city, country, or suburbs.

based paint. # In apartments, single-family hornes, and

both private and public housing.

& Insicde and outside of the house.

& In soil around a home. (Soil can pick up
lead from exterior paint or other sources
such as past use of leaded gas in cars.)

' Checking Your Family for Lead

To reduce your child's exposure to lead,
Get your get your child checked, have your home
children and tested (especially if your home has paint
home tested in poor condition and was built before

i 1978), and fix any hazards you may have.
If g think Children's biood lead levels tend to increase
youy I::ume rapidly from 6 to |2 months of age, and
has high lev- tend to peak at 18 to 24 months of age.

els of lead. Consult your doctor for advice on testing

your children. A simple blood test can
detect high levels of lead. Blood tests are
usually recommended for:

& Children at ages | and 2.

% Children or other family members who
have been exposed to high levels of lead.

& Children who should be tested under
your state or local health screening plan.

Your doctor can explain what the test results
mean and if more testing will be needed.




Identifying Lead Hazards

Lead-based paint is usually not a hazard if
it is in good condition, and it is not on an Lead from
impact or friction surface, like a window. It paint chips,
is defined by the federal government as which

S you
paint with lead levels greater than or equal o
to 1.0 milligram per square centimeter, or can see, an
more than 0.5% by weight. lead dust,

Deteriorating lead-based paint (peeling, Whifh you
chipping, chalking, cracking or damaged) can't always
is a hazard and needs immediate attention.  see, can both
It may also be a hazard when found on sur- e serious
faces that children can chew or that get a harards.

lot of wear-and-tear, such as:

} Windows and window sills.
@ Doors and door frames.
@ Stairs, railings, banisters, and porches.

Lead dust can form when lead-based paint is scraped, sanded, or
heated. Dust also forms when painted surfaces bump or rub togeth-
er. Lead chips and dust can get on surfaces and abjects that people
touch. Settled lead dust can re-enter the air when people vacuum,
sweep, or walk through it. The following two federal standards have
been set for lead hazards in dust:

® 40 micrograms per square foot (ug/ft?) and higher for floors,
including carpeted floors.

® 250 ug/ft? and higher for interior window sills.

Lead in soil can be a hazard when children play in bare soil or
when people bring soil into the house on their shoes. The following
two federal standards have been set for lead hazards in residential
soil:

# 400 parts per million (ppm) and higher in play areas of bare soil,

¢ 1,200 ppm (average) and higher in bare soil In the remainder of
the yard.

The only way to find out if paint, dust and soil lead hazards exist is
to test for them. The next page describes the most common meth-

ods used.
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